PVP Newsl etter #4 - Playing Fields 27 June '04

Pl ease send copies of this to all the RPV parents who are concerned about the | ack of

pl aying fields in our city. Let the RPV City Council know where the votes cone from at
cc@pv.com The City Council neeting next Tuesday, June 29th will offer a chance for the
current City Council to nmake good on their canpaign pronises to support our children

Pl ease plan to attend.

The foll owi ng appeared in the Pal os Verdes Penninsula News, Letters section and is
reprinted with the perm ssion of Erin LaMonte.

Make Children a Priority

Resi dents of Rancho Pal os Verdes pay attention. It's tine to invest in the future of our
children; their future could be at stake. The City Council neeting next Tuesday, June
29th will offer a chance for the current City Council to nake good on their canpaign

prom ses to support our children. The City of Rancho Pal os Verdes is home to nore than
7,500 children, nore than 2/3rds of our entire peninsula school aged children. The

Peni nsul a Youth Recreation Sports Council has worked for over five years to encourage the
City to invest in our children. It is |ong overdue!

The City Council of Rancho Pal os Verdes will listen to and accept a report fromthe
Open Space Pl anning and Recreation and Parks Task Force, which has spent over two years
and $100, 000 docunenting existing facilities. A significant fact that this report wll
contain is that our cities open space or urban green space exceeds the Nationa
Recreati on and Parks Associ ati on (NRPA) guideline by well over 200% while the comunity
pl ayfields are only at about 13% of the guideline based on our cities popul ation. The
City Council will also discuss and consider the approval of a city site for the
devel opnent of new youth recreation playing fields. The first in over twenty years!!!

As an exanple, the Pal os Verdes AYSO (youth soccer) will register over 3,000 kids for
the upcom ng fall season. The City of Rancho Pal os Verdes will only provide one (1)
soccer field for the kids to play and practice upon. The over-burdened PVP Unified Schoo
District and the kid-friendly city of Rolling Hills Estates will provide the other 36
fields needed to play youth soccer on the Peninsul a.

The City Council will no doubt hear from nei ghborhoods that will argue to | eave the
City land just the way it is today. Wuldn't we all enjoy an open field next to our home!
However, it is City land, for all of the City residents.

Hopefully, our City Council will keep in mnd that decisions need to be made for the
entire 41,000 plus residents of this city, including the ones under 18.

The tinme has cone to invest in our children. Wite to the City Council at cc@ pv.com
and ask themto make the children of Rancho Pal os Verdes a priority.

Si ncerely,
Erin LaMonte



